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Overview
AIS has invested substantial resources to develop its official journals and provide them as a benefit of membership.  As such, it is important that the journals of the association be for AIS members and by AIS members.  Additionally, the recognition and prestige given to authors of articles accepted for publication in AIS journals is an important member benefit.  In recognition of these principles, in June 2011, the AIS Council voted to amend the AIS bylaws authorizing a publishing fee for articles accepted for publication in any official AIS journal for articles with no member authors.

This bulletin provides the process outline to ensure adherence to the bylaw.

If you have any questions about this process, please contact the office@aisnet.org.  

What is the bylaw wording regarding this publishing fee?  

“Section 11.2. Official Journals. The Council may choose to name one or more publications as the official publications of AIS. The Council may designate journals published by other societies, commercial publishers or other organizations as official journals of AIS, or AIS may publish its own journals, or both. The Council may establish a publishing fee for articles accepted for publication in any designated AIS journal for articles with no member authors. (rev. 4/2013)
*Note: Implementation of this requirement is only for CAIS (Communications of the AIS) and JAIS (Journal of the AIS) at this time.  Notification of additional publications affected will be sent when implemented.  
When was this bylaw amended and made effective? 

The bylaw was amended June, 2011 and again in April 2013.  The change was put into effect in June, 2012  .
What is the purpose of this amendment?  

The AIS Council recognizes that the journals of the association are a valuable asset to its members. It is also a benefit of membership to have one's paper accepted to these journals. It is therefore, in the best interest of the association to assure that papers accepted for the journals are authored by members of the association.
Further, the Council recognizes that not all authors are members and therefore encourages membership whenever possible.  In a case where that is not possible, the publication fee will be charged.  Click here for more about AIS membership.  
Do all authors of an approved paper have to be members of the association?

No. If there are multiple authors for a paper that has been accepted for publication, only one is required to be a member of the association.

I am an editor for an official AIS journal. What are the specific steps that I need to be aware of related to implementing this policy?
The review of authorship for membership verification should begin 60 days prior to the journal publication date.  This allows sufficient time to have authors either join AIS or submit the publication fee.  Or in the case of a failure to comply, allows the journal editorial staffs to make adjustments in the volume contents.

Step One:
1. 1st Monday of the month
a. Editorial staff designee sends a list of all accepted articles including article title, author name, institutional affiliation, and email to office@aisnet.org.
2. 1st Friday of the month

a. AIS office returns list to editorial designee with indication of membership status.
b. AIS office notifies non-member authors via email of the publication requirement and provides instructions on becoming a member of AIS (preferred outcome) or submitting the publication fee.
Step Two

3. 4th Monday of the month

a. AIS office sends a reminder email to all non-compliant authors with emphasis on the benefits of AIS membership. 
4. 4th Friday of the month

a. AIS office distributes an updated list of compliant/non-compliant authors to the journal editorial staff designee.

b. Journal editorial staff designee makes adjustments to accepted articles (i.e. removing the non-compliant articles) and begins process again.  
C:\Users\ptinsley\Documents\Admin Bulletins\Admin Bulletin - Author Verification - FINAL.doc
Page 1 of 3
9/4/2013

